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COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION
RESULTS

County Committee Elections are over, the ballots are counted and the
results are in. Tennessee’s new FSA County Committee Members have
been elected to represent farmers and ranchers in their local administrative
areas (LAAS)

Elected county committee members serve a three-year term and are
responsible for making decisions on FSA disaster, conservation, commodity,
and price support programs, as well as other important federal farm program
issues.

County committee members are a valuable asset because they are
comprised of local producers who participate in FSA programs themselves
and have a direct connection to farmers and ranchers in the community. All
recently elected county committee members and alternates will soon take
office and join the existing committee.

For more information about county committees and the election process,
please contact your local FSA Office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

2014 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit their local
County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Tennessee:

December 15, 2013:
January 15, 2014:
July 15, 2014:
August 15, 2014:

Fall-Seeded Small Grains
Apples, Peaches

All Other Crops

Beans

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must
be provided to the county office.
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If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or

“seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date
for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of
the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your county FSA office.

MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS (MAL)

Short-term financing is available by obtaining low interest commodity loans for eligible harvested production. A
nine-month Marketing Assistance Loan provides financing that allows producers to store production for later
marketing. The crop may be stored on the farm or in the warehouse.

Loans are available for producers who share in the risk of producing the eligible commodity and maintain
beneficial interest in the crop through the duration of the loan. Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to
make decisions about the commodity, responsibility for loss because of damage to the commodity and title to the
commodity. Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, it is ineligible for a loan, even if you regain beneficial
interest.

MICROLOAN PROGRAM

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial
operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan
features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers. This loan program
will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer,
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses. As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for
a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.

LOANS FOR THE SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding
for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.



A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual
qualities.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



